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Five-day science
fest begins at IT'T

KRITIKA SHARMA
SEBASTIAN

NEW DELHI: A five-day sci-
ence festival kick-start-
ed at the Indian Institute
of Technology, Delhi
(II'T-D) on Friday with a
mega ‘Science Technol-
ogy and Industrial Expo’
showcasing innovative
projects by students, ex-
perts and entrepreneurs.

Inaugurated by the
Minister of Science and
Technology; it is the first
International  Science
Fair (IISF), which will go
on till December 8.

Over 240 projects are
being showcased at the
expo. A project which
garnered major atten-
tion was the solar-elec-
tric car made by 63-year-
old Syed Sajjad Ahmed,
who is a school dropout.
The carisequipped with
solar panels to generate
electricity to run the car.

Mr. Ahmed came all
the way from Bangalore
to Delhi driving 3,000
km in 30 days in the car

The event was
inaugurated by
the Minister of
Science and
Technology

that he has designed.

“When I was in
school, I used to look at
pictures of scientists in
textbooks and wanted to
become one myself. I
had to leave school at the
age of 15 to start earning.
But the fire to create
something that would be
of use to humanity kept
burning within me,” Mr.
Ahmed said.

The IISF has been or-
ganised by the Minis-
tries of Science and
Technology and Earth
Sciences in association
with Vijnana Bharati, the
largest science move-
ment in the country. The
Technology  Informa-
tion, Forecasting and As-
sessment Council is the
nodal agency for the
event.
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Panel of IT'T experts to look into VW case

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Theroad trans-
port ministry will set up a
committee of experts from
four II'Ts to look into Volks-
wagen’s emission case.

“We will be forming a
committee of IIT experts in
the next couple of days. The
committee will be tasked to
analyze and understand the
VW issue and submit the
findings to the ministry. We
don’twanttotakeadecision

in haste,” road transport
minister Nitin Gadkari
said.

Gadkarisaid the panel of
expertson vehicleemission
issues will submititsreport
withinamonth ortwo. “Any
decision will be taken after
that,” he added. Sources
said the ministry will hold a
meeting with the experts
next week.

Earlier, heavy industri-
es minister Anant Geete
had said that they have re-

ferred the case to Gadkari’s
ministry and it’s up to the
transport ministry to take a
call on penalty and ban on
saleof VW’sdiesel vehicles.
On Friday, Gadkari also
said that his ministry will
soon come out with an inte-
grated policy to scrap com-
mercial vehicles that are
over 10-years old to check
rising pollution, though
there is no immediate plan
to ban trucks and buses
abovel5years.
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Penalty decision
after I[IT panel
view: Gadkari
on VW case

NEW DELHI, DHNS: Union
Transport Minister Nitin Gad-
kari on Friday said the govern-
ment will soon set up a com-
mittee of experts from IIT to
look into Volkswagen’s emis-
sion-test cheating case before
deciding on any penalty on the
German auto major.

Based on the panel report,
the government will take deci-
sion on action to be taken
against the company, the Min-
ister told reporters here.

On Monday, Volkswagen
group had announced the re-
call of 3,23,700 vehicles sold in
India between 2008 and 2015
acrossits three brands — Audi,
Sokda and Volkswagen —after
a government-ordered probe
found the company violated
emission norms in India.

Union Heavy Industries
Minister Anant Geete had said
that tests by ARAI found that
Volkswagen violated emission
norms in India to the extent
of eight to nine times of the
current levels.
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MA IS A PRIORITY

t II'T Delhi,
ocal Jobs
core Over

ligh Salary
ur students have nixed

-crore overseas offers

Prachi.verma@timesgroup.com

v Delhi: The Make in India story
ns to be working well at the Indian
itute of Technology (I1'T), Delhi,
placement season. Four students
2 spurned overseas offers that
lld have paid them more than 21
‘e annually for local jobs in the core
ineering space atamuch lower sala-
said people associated with the
:ement cell. That’s out of a total
it international offers in the crore-
srange, they said.
hese are the international compa-
s that come every year to the I1'T's for
:ements,” said one of those cited
ve, without elaborating. The over-
3 companies that seek recruits ev-
ery year at the institute
‘ include Google, Visa,
Oracle and Microsoft.
The four who have cho-
sen domestic employ-
ment will get a fifth of
what overseas compa-

::g'r:‘sed nies were offering, said
ove up one person, marking a

cos by radical departure from
waldays theusualcriterion forjob
selection-—salary. Con-
ing, finance, technology and ecom-
‘ce companies generally comprise
ority that come tocampuson Day 1.
at mix has changed at II'T Delhi
1 the Narendra Modi government
hing institutes, academia and in-
try to contribute to Make in India
ipaign, which seeks to turn India in-
hub for manufacturing to generate
rloyment and boost growth.
'Bombay also wentout of its way to
rmore Day 1 slots to core engineer-
companies than last year. This ef-
seems to havepaid off asabout 60 of
offers came from core companies
ipared with 35 out of 174 last year,
nwdingtoapersonatthe IIT Bombay
:ement cell. IITs in Guwahati and
rkee may do the samenextyear. “We
internally evaluating to let more
»companies take early slots,” said a
son at IT'T Guwahati. “Most I1'Ts rec-
ise theneed to contribute to Make in
acampaign,” said ITT Madras place-
itadvisor Babu Vishwathan.

Jon’t Pay Peanuts
o0 Engineers

icking a job of oneschoice is fine.
owever, to expect graduates
‘om premier institutions to join
1eengineering sector by the
roves isnaive. India’'s manu-
acturing companies should start
aying competitive salaries to at-
‘actandretain the best talent.
hese companies have no choice
utto up the game in manufactur-
1g and invest hugely inresearch
nd development. Raising the bar
1manufacturing will enhance
1eir ability to offer remunerative
alaries to highly skilled workers.
olicies must be tailored to accel-
rate innovation as well. This will
nsure the success of Make in In-
ia and motivate engineers too.
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